08749868 SATB US $1.7¢
from TRILOGY OF DREAMS

Words from “The Dream Keeper” by Langston Hughes -

Music by

Available for SATB and 2-Part

CREATING
‘ STISIRY

HENRY LECK
CHORAL SERIES

O,

DIGITAL
Instrumental Parts

. HAL LEONARD®
. "CORPORATION

FRT W. BLUEMOUND R, PO, BOX 13819 MILWAUKEE, W1 53213



The Pueam Keopen
Bring me all of your dreams,
You dreamers,

Bring me all of your
Heart melodies
That 1 may wrap them
In a blue cloud-cloth

Away from the too-rough {ingers
Of the world.

-Langston Hughes

Langston Hughes (1902-1967) is considered one of the most prolific and
powerful African-American writers in 20th Century American literature. His
verses often reflect the experiences that spoke directly to the societal issues
of his time, including politics, religion and racism.

“The Dream Keeper” depicts the legend of a fictitious character whose role is
to protect the dreams of those who are willing to hand over their deepest pas-
sions and heart-felt desires to him. The repetition found in the opening vocal
phrase (mm. 4-7) represents the voices of the dreamers who call upon the
Dream Keeper for assistance. Subsequent passages that summon the Dream
Keeper (mm. 17-18: 28-29) can be repeated once (as written) or repeated mul-
tiple times if the conductor chooses to have individual students verbalize their
dreams as the chorus continues to call upon the Dream Keeper.

The stylistic setting of the poem is rooted in blues and jazz. The optional
acoustic bass and conga parts will assist in creating the desired effect.

“The Dream Keeper” can be performed as a single selection or as a part of a
multi-movement work for treble voices, piano and optional chamber ensem-
ble entitled Trilogy of Dreams. The order of selections (movements) is as fol-
lows:

No. 1 -~ “The Dream Keeper” (SATB) — 08749868
No. 2 — “Dreams” (SATB) — 08749867
No. 3 ~ “I Dream a World” (SATB) — 08749866

This three-movement song cycle is unified through text and tonality. The texts
from all three Langston Hughes poems express a collective hope in the power
of dreams. The tonality of the trilogy goes full circle, moving from D minor
to E minor, to F major, to D-flat major, and finally to D major. What appears
to be tonal uncertainty and a mood of modest hope in the beginning of the
cycle is replaced by tonal stability and celebration in the final bars of the third
movement,

The 2-Part and SATB versions of “The Dream Keeper” have been construct-
ed so that Parts [and I1 in the 2-Part arrangement mateh the Soprano and Alto
parts in the SATB arrangement. Both treble and mixed choirs can perform
their respective versions or combine forces to perform it together.



Commissioned by the Bosron Children’s Chorus, Darren Dailey. Artistic Director
Dedicated to the memory of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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For SATB and Piano with Optional Acoustic Bass and Congas™
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